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American University General Education Models, Challenges and Strategies

Wang Xiaoyang Cao Shengsheng
(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Based on AACU definition of the concepts of liberal education and general education, this paper

uses three famous American universities Columbia University, University of Chicago and Harvard University
as examples of general education, to comparatively analyze specific characteristics, the pros and cons of different
models of general education and to explore real constraints and social cultural roots of general education in the
United States. We summarizes five main approaches to conquer these constraints of general education: integrating
general education with specialized education, emphasizing on extra—curriculum and overseas experiential learning,
strengthening construction  of series courses, promoting online courses and focusing on learning result
assessment, which could provide experiences and revelations for implementing quality education in Chinese
universities.
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