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From Liberal Education to General Education: A Historical and Comparative Perspective
HUANG Fu- tao
( Research & Development Center for Higher Education, Hiroshima University, Hiroshima, Japan)
Abstract: This article is mainly concerned with the major forms and characteristics of both ideals and
curriculum development of liberal education and general education in different periods and different countries
and regions in the historical and comparative perspectives. By discussing the emergence and changes of liberal
education, and appearance as well as influences of general education, the article concludes by arguing that first,
fundamental changes have taken place in the objective, aims and content of liberal education during the past
several hundreds; second, even the same term "general education" is being adopted by individual countries and
regions, in reality there exist striking differences in curriculum development at institutional level; third, with
massification of higher education and a closer link between universities and society, general education studies
will inevitably constitute the increasingly important part in undergraduate education.
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