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Legitimacy of Corporate Social Responsibility: from the Perspective of

Functioning Society

YANG Yuqin
(School of Management and Economics, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)
Abstract: Corporate social responsibility is one of the hot issues discussed by the academic circles and society. The theory of
functional society offers an important perspective for us to discuss corporate social responsibility. It’s reported that the so—called
society can be society depends on one condition. This refers to the fact that individuals including companies can be given social
status and function with legal socially decisive power. In this context, this study puts forward that the company is an economic and
profit—making organization with economic attribute which is engaged in production and business activities. Furthermore, the company
has social attributes due to its social functions including contributions to society and so on. Because the company is a combination of
economic men and social men, it can undertake social responsibility within the limits and deal with the impact of its activities.

Key words: corporate social responsibility ; unctional society ;economic man;social man



