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Could Technology Empower?
—Human Technology and Social Gender Practice
FANG Lingling
(School of Media and Humanity, Zhejiang University City College, Hangzhou Zhejiang 310015, China)
Abstract: In gender studies, technologies in human development are not gender—neutral, but have typical male traits, and women
are placed as marginalized groups of technology. This inherent knowledge of the relationship between technology and gender has a
long tradition and has become stereotyped consensus. However, in an environment of new technological developments such as
emerging media, an optimistic view is that vulnerable people, especially women, have gained more voice or social participation rights
because of the increased likelihood of accessing technology. But in reality, women have obstacles in the use of technology and the
possession of technology. It facilitates a cautious view of the “empowerment”’imagination in the new environment to explore the
relationship between technology and gender from the aspects of technical gender attribution in human history, gender stratification
and gender temperament, new media and women’s empowerment, and gender reconstruction of cyborg.

Key words: technology empowerment; social gender; ICT; women; cyborg
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